POL 330: Latine Politics in the U.S.

https://pol330.spring25.equezadallanes.com/
2:00 — 3:15 PM MW
Buttrick Hall, Room 204
Spring 2025

Instructor

Enrique Quezada-Llanes

Email: equezada@agnesscott.edu
Office: Buttrick Hall 315

Office hours: Tuesdays 1:30-3:30 pm

Course Overview

This course will provide an overview of how Latines interact with, relate to, and find rep-
resentation in the American political system. We will begin by discussing Latine identity,
identifying and describing the demographics of this population, and analyzing the extent to
which Latines have politicized identities. We will then analyze historical and demographic
trends, including immigration patterns and policies as well as Chicano social and labor move-
ments. After that, we will discuss Latine political behavior, where we will cover Latine public
opinion, partisan affiliations, voting patterns, and representation. We will finish the course
by discussing the role of Latines in recent elections and the potential for multiracial and
multiethnic coalitions.

Learning Outcomes

e Develop an understanding of the complexity of Latine identity in the United States

o Situate Latine politics in the United States in historical and sociopolitical context

o Think critically about the interactions between Latine political behavior and American
political institutions

o Apply the theories and concepts from research on Latine politics to current events

Work and Assessment
Required Text:

o Beltran, Cristina. 2010. The Trouble with Unity: Latino Politics and the Creation of
Identity. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.


 https://pol330.spring25.equezadallanes.com/ 
mailto:equezada@agnesscott.edu

Course Expectations

Students are expected to attend class and participate during class discussions. This course
has both a lecture and a discussion component. The lectures will incorporate the readings
assigned for that day/week. I expected you will have completed all readings prior to class
and will come prepared with comments and questions. Readings can be accessed through
the library resources or, when not available through the library, via Canvas.

o If you do not have a subscription to The New York Times, please sign up through the
school here: https://accessnyt.com/

Course Workload

This is a 4-credit hour course, meaning that you are expected to spend 12 hours of work
each week (including the 3 hours spent in the classroom). This roughly means that you will
spend about 2 hours on readings for each class period, and 3 hours each week working on
the different assignments (pace yourself!).

Assignments and grades

Final course grades will be assigned as follows:

Grade Range Grade Range

A 93-100% C 73-76%
A— 90-92% C— 70-72%
B+ 87-89% D+ 67-69%
B 83-86% D 63-66%
B— 80-82% D— 60-62%
C+ T7-79% F < 60%

Final grades will be calculated based on the following components:

Participation (20%): All students are expected to be active participants in class discus-
sions. Our learning experience will be enhanced if you come prepared and ready to share
your comments, insights, and/or questions from the material covered in the lectures and
readings with the rest of the class.

o Attendance policy:

Attendance is part of your participation grade, and while there is no separate grade for
attendance it is a prerequisite for in-class participation. That said, to accommodate
unforeseeable circumstances, you have two unezcused absences that will not affect your
participation grade. Please let the instructor know about any excused absences you
anticipate during the semester. Note that students who are absent, whether excused
or not, are still expected to submit the weekly summary corresponding to that class
period.


https://accessnyt.com/

Weekly summaries (20%): Each week for seven weeks, you will summarize one article
from the week’s readings (the reading you can summarize has a #* after it in the course
schedule). There are 10 weeks in the semester where you can write a summary, so you can
skip some weeks. It is up to you to decide which weeks to skip. The summary must be
no longer than three-quarters of a page (single-spaced, 12-point font) and must include the
full citation of the reading at the top of the page. These summaries must be submitted via
Canvas before class time on the day the reading was assigned.

Response paper (10%): Students will write a response paper (2 double-spaced pages,
12-point font) where they integrate the readings for a given week. At the beginning of the
semester, students will choose a week for their response paper. In the response paper, you
will highlight the connections between the readings, write about their applicability to the
role of Latines in American politics today, and offer a critique of the readings as a whole.
You may choose to focus more on applicability to today or a critique of existing research.
The response paper is due on the Friday of the chosen week.

Campaign memo (15%): Students will write a campaign memo for a 2026 Senate cam-
paign focused on a strategy for Latine outreach. Students must provide sufficient background
on the political attitudes and behaviors of Latinos/as, provide clear takeaways, and propose
strategies to appeal to Latine voters in their respective state. The audience for this paper is
a political campaign staff.

Research Design Paper (25% total): Students will propose a research design to an-
swer a question of interest. This paper must include an introduction, a literature review
that situates the present question in the broader field, an answer to the question (the argu-
ment /theory), and a proposed design to answer the question. Students should meet with
the instructor to discuss the paper and think about how one might design a study to answer
the question of interest. This paper will be broken down into different parts that will be due
throughout the semester.

Oral Presentation (10%): Students will give an oral presentation based on research design
paper. This will take the form of a conference presentation.

o Papers must be submitted via Canvas. Late submissions will be penalized with one
point off for each 24-hour period after the due date.

Course Conduct

In this class, we will discuss politics and the people who participate (or not) in politics, and
we will do so in a respectful environment. As in bound to be the case when we talk about
politics, we may discuss topics that might be controversial or of a sensitive nature for some or
all in our group. Our goal in this class is to have constructive discussions about the politics
of Latinos in the United States. Derogatory comments toward other students will not be
tolerated.



Communication Policy

If you have questions about class in general or about a specific assignment, you can email me
or come by my office. You can expect a response within 24 hours (unless you email me on
Friday). Students are also more than welcome to attend office hours, as this is time set aside
specifically for you. In addition, if my office door is open, feel free to stop by. Please note
that I will not be “pre-grading” assignments, but I am happy to answer clarifying questions
about them either via email or, preferably, during office hours.

Regrading Policy

If a student wishes to appeal a grade, they must do so in writing within one week of re-
ceiving their graded assignment back. The student must indicate clearly what part of the
assignment’s grading they disagree with, making sure to respond to the instructor’s com-
ments in that section and making their case for why they should not have been deducted
points. These requests should be done via email and the subject name should read “POL
330 Regrading request - [Name of assignment).”

Honor Code

Students are expected to do their own work and cite sources appropriately. Plagiarism
will not be tolerated. In other words, students will be held to the standards of the Agnes
Scott Honor System to which they agreed when enrolling at this institution. The Agnes
Scott College honor code embodies an ideal of character, conduct, and citizenship, and is
an important part of the College’s mission and core identity. This applies especially to
academic honesty and integrity. Passing off someone else’s work (or Chat GPT’s) as your
own represents intellectual fraud and theft and violates the core values of our academic
community. To be honorable, you should understand not only what counts as academic
dishonesty, but also how to avoid engaging in these practices.

You are responsible for the content of any work submitted for this course. The use of artificial
intelligence (Al) to generate a first draft of text is permitted, but you must review and revise
any Al-generated text before submission. Al text generators can be useful tools but they
are often prone to factual errors, incorrect or fabricated citations, and misinterpretations
of abstract concepts. I neither encourage nor discourage their use, but utilize them with
caution.

Course Accessibility and Academic Accommodations

Agnes Scott College views disabilities as an integral part of the rich diversity of our commu-
nity and strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as possible. If you are a student
who receives academic accommodations through the Office of Accessible Education, please
schedule a meeting with me within the first two weeks of classes to discuss how your accom-
modations will be implemented for this course. During this meeting, you are not expected
to disclose any details concerning your disability, though you may discuss these details at
your discretion.



If you are a student with a disability—physical, medical, psychological, or learning-specific—
and have not connected with Accessible Education to discuss your accessibility needs, please
visit the main Office of Accessible Education webpage to learn more about accommodations,
helpful resources and support, available through the Office of Accessible Education. Students
who register for accommodations during the semester should schedule a meeting with me
after accommodations have been approved by the Office of Accessible Education.

Wellbeing and Mental Health

The wellbeing and mental health of students is important; if you are having trouble complet-
ing your coursework, please reach out to the Wellness Center. Agnes Scott College provides
cost-free mental health services to help you manage personal challenges that threaten your
personal or academic well-being. If you believe you are experiencing unusual amounts of
stress, sadness, or anxiety, please contact the Wellness Center and ask about their Counsel-
ing and Psychological Services.

Title IX

Agnes Scott is here to help you if you have experienced any form of sexual harassment or
violence, dating or domestic violence, or stalking. Please talk to any faculty or staff member
with whom you feel comfortable. Faculty and staff members want to support you and have
been trained to help. They will also inform the Title IX office so that you learn about
options available to you. If you do not want college administrators to know what you have
experienced, you may talk to the chaplain, as well as nurses or counselors in the Wellness
Center with complete confidentiality. They will not tell anyone what you share with them
unless you give your express permission. You may contact the Title IX Coordinator directly
at T9Coordinator@agnesscott.edu.

Diversity and Inclusion

Agnes Scott is a diverse and inclusive community. As one of the most diverse colleges in the
nation, ASC is ideally positioned to be the model of a diverse and inclusive community that
society can aspire to be. Such diversity raises the intellectual quality of the classroom experi-
ence, creating a unique environment for learning to understand and navigate the challenges
of our times. By studying, living, and playing together, Agnes Scott College’s remarkably
diverse student body hones the habits of mind, skills, and knowledge essential to ethical
and innovative leadership in our increasingly heterogeneous and global society. As such, this
course adheres to the principles of diversity and inclusion as integral to the Agnes Scott
community and respects people from all backgrounds. As a first step, this course affirms
people’s decisions about gender expression and identity and will use each other’s preferred
names and gender pronouns at all times.


https://www.agnesscott.edu/academicadvising/accessible-education/index.html
https://www.agnesscott.edu/wellnesscenter/index.html
https://www.agnesscott.edu/wellnesscenter/counseling/index.html
https://www.agnesscott.edu/wellnesscenter/counseling/index.html
mailto:T9Coordinator@agnesscott.edu

Center for Writing and Speaking

The Center for Writing and Speaking offers one-on-one appointments with trained peer tutors
who can help you improve your written and oral communication skills. You are encouraged
to use this resource when working on your class assignments to make your arguments more
compelling, your sentences clearer, and persistent grammatical errors nonexistent. You can
schedule an appointment at https://www.agnesscott.edu/center-for-writing-and-speaking /i
ndex.html.

Syllabus Change Policy

This syllabus is only a guide for the course and is subject to change with advanced notice.

Schedule

Week 1 - Introduction
Wednesday, January 15
e Syllabus

o (read and listen:) Montanaro, Domenico, Elena Moore, Nick McMillan, Connie
Hanzhang Jin, and Daniel Wood. 2024. “In this election, demographics did not
determine how people voted” All Things Considered, November 22. &

Week 2 - Thinking Like a Political Scientist
Monday, January 20
NO CLASS. MLK Day.

Wednesday, January 22
« Burke, Timothy. “How to Read in College.” Blog post. ¢§’
o Hoover Green, Amelia. 2013. “How to Read Political Science: A Guide in Four Steps.”

-
o Lave, Charles A., and James G. March. 1993. An Introduction to Models in the Social

Sciences. Lanham, MD: University Press of America. Chapter 1. available on
Canvas.

o Lave, Charles A., and James G. March. 1993. An Introduction to Models in the Social
Sciences. Lanham, MD: University Press of America. Chapter 2: only sections 2.1-2.3
and 2.9. available on Canvas.


https://www.agnesscott.edu/center-for-writing-and-speaking/index.html
https://www.agnesscott.edu/center-for-writing-and-speaking/index.html
../index.qmd
https://www.npr.org/2024/11/22/nx-s1-5199119/2024-election-exit-polls-demographics-black-latino-voters
https://blogs.swarthmore.edu/burke/permanent-features-advice-on-academia/how-to-read-in-college/
https://calgara.github.io/Pol157_Spring2019/howtoread.pdf

Week 3 - Latine Identity
Monday, January 27

o Beltran, Cristina. 2010. “Introduction: Sleeping Giants and Demographic Floods.” In
The Trouble with Unity: Latino Politics and the Creation of Identity, 3-19. New York,
NY: Oxford University Press. =4

Wednesday, January 29

o Noe-Bustamante, Luis, Lauren Mora, and Mark Hugo Lopez. 2020. “About One-in-
Four U.S. Hispanics Have Heard of Latinx, but Just 3% Use It Pew Research Center.
&

o Vicuna, Bianca V., and Efrén O. Pérez. 2023. “New Label, Different Identity? Three
Experiments on the Uniqueness of Latinx.” Politics, Groups, and Identities 11(3):
677-84. I

Week 4 - Politicized Indentities
Monday, February 3

o Zepeda-Millan, Chris, and Sophia J. Wallace. 2013. “Racialization in Times of Con-
tention: How Social Movements Influence Latino Racial Identity.” Politics, Groups,
and Identities 1(4): 510-27. I ¢

o We will discuss the campaign memo

Wednesday, February 5

o Sanchez, Gabriel, Natalie Masuoka, and Brooke Abrams. 2019. “Revisiting the Brown-
Utility Heuristic: A Comparison of Latino Linked Fate in 2006 and 2016.” Politics,
Groups, and Identities T(3): 673-83. I

» Garcia-Rios, Sergio, Francisco Pedraza, and Bryan Wilcox-Archuleta. 2019. “Direct
and Indirect Xenophobic Attacks: Unpacking Portfolios of Identity.” Political Behavior
41(3): 633-56. I

Week 5 - Latine Partisanship and Opinion
Monday, February 10

o Alvarez, R. Michael, and Lisa Garcia Bedolla. 2003. “The Foundations of Latino Voter
Partisanship: Evidence from the 2000 Election.” The Journal of Politics 65(1): 31-49.
B available on Canvas ¢

o Krogstad, Jens M., Khadijah Edwards, and Mark H. Lopez. 2022. “Most Latinos Say
Democrats Care About Them and Work Hard for Their Vote, Far Fewer Say So of
GOP.” PEW [report], September 29.


https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2020/08/11/about-one-in-four-u-s-hispanics-have-heard-of-latinx-but-just-3-use-it/
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1080%2F21565503.2021.2010576
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1080%2F21565503.2013.842492
../assignment/campaign-memo.qmd
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1080%2F21565503.2019.1638803
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1007%2Fs11109-018-9465-5
https://www.pewresearch.org/race-and-ethnicity/2022/09/29/most-latinos-say-democrats-care-about-them-and-work-hard-for-their-vote-far-fewer-say-so-of-gop/

Wednesday, February 12

o Wakefield, Derek. Forthcoming. “It’s the Economy: The Effect of Economic Policy
Appeals on Latino Independents.” Political Behavior. (#° extra opportunity for sum-
mary)

Week 6 - Latine Partisanship and Opinion
Monday, February 17
o Campaign strategy memo workshop/peer reviews

Full draft of campaign memo due at the beginning of class on Canvas.

Wednesday, February 19

o Gonzalez Juenke, Eric. 2016. “Viable Republicans or Fool’s Gold? The Consequences
of Confusing Latino Respondents with Latino Voters.” Politics, Groups, and Identities
4(4): 598-617. I

I Deadline

Final draft of campaign memo due due Friday, February 21, at 11:59pm on Canvas

Week 7 - Latine Participation
Monday, February 24
o Fraga, Bernard L. 2016. “Candidates or Districts? Reevaluating the Role of Race in
Voter Turnout.” American Journal of Political Science 60(1): 97-122. I
For class
o Krogstad et al. 2024. “Key facts about Hispanic eligible voters in 2024.” Pew Research
Center. Report, January 10. ¢
Wednesday, February 26

e Velez, Yamil Ricardo, and Benjamin J. Newman. 2019. “Tuning In, Not Turning
Out: Evaluating the Impact of Ethnic Television on Political Participation.” American
Journal of Political Science 63(4): 808-23. TI ¢

Week 8 - Historical Context
Monday, March 3

o Gutiérrez, David. 1995. “Legacies of Conquest.” In Walls and Mirror, 13-38. Univer-
sity of California Press. Berkeley: CA. l§ available on Canvas


../resource/peer_review.qmd
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1080%2F21565503.2015.1050419
../assignment/campaign-memo.qmd
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1111%2Fajps.12172
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/01/10/key-facts-about-hispanic-eligible-voters-in-2024/
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1111%2Fajps.12427

Wednesday, March 5

o Beltran, Cristina. 2010. “El Pueblo Unido: Visions of Unity in the Chicano and Puerto
Rican Movements” In The Trouble with Unity: Latino Politics and the Creation of
Identity, 21-55. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. =4

Week 9 - Journeys/Peak Week
NO CLASS: 3/10 and 3/12

Week 10 - Spring Break
NO CLASS: 3/17 and 3/19

Week 11 - Political Activism
Monday, March 24
o PBS. “The Farm Worker Movement.”

o (read or listen:) Saldana, Sean. 2022. “The complicated legacy of César Chavez.” KUT
News, October 17. &

o Zepeda-Millan, Chris. 2017. Latino Mass Mobilization: Immigration, Racialization,
and Activism. Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press. (Chapter 2:
“Weapons of the Not So Weak” IS available on Canvas) V4

Wednesday, March 26

o Nicholls, Walter. 2013. “Undocumented, Unafraid, and Unapologetic.” In The
DREAMers: How the Undocumented Youth Movement Transformed the Immigrant
Rights Debate, 118-142. Stanford, California: Stanford University Press. I

o We will discuss the literature review portion of the research design paper

Week 12 - Literature Review
Monday, March 31

» No assigned reading

Wednesday, April 2

e Discuss literature review


https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/df492426-ffec-4eef-bed1-caca19c08b41/the-farm-worker-movement/
https://www.kut.org/texasstandard/2022-10-17/cesar-chavez-complicated-legacy-united-farm-workers-immigration
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=shib&db=nlebk&AN=713555&site=eds-live&scope=site&custid=asc1&ebv=EB&ppid=pp_118

Week 13 - The Politics of Immigration
Monday, April 7

« PEW. 2015. “Chapter 1: The Nation’s Immigration Laws, 1920 to Today.” [report],
September 28. &

« PEW. 2024. “2. Immigration attitudes and the 2024 election.” [report], June 6.

« PEW. 2018. “Shifting Public Views on Legal Immigration Into the U.S.” [report], June
28. &

o Karma, Rogé. 2024. “The Most Dramatic Shift in U.S. Public Opinion.” The Atlantic,
October 9. &

« Hopkins, Daniel J., Yotam Margalit, and Omer Solodoch. 2024. “Personal Economic
Shocks and Public Opposition to Unauthorized Immigration.” British Journal of Po-
litical Science 54(3): 928-36. I

Wednesday, April 9

o Pérez, Efrén O. 2015. “Xenophobic Rhetoric and Its Political Effects on Immigrants
and Their Co-Ethnics.” American Journal of Political Science 59(3): 549-64. T

Week 14 - Representation
Monday, April 14

o Wallace, Sophia J. 2014. “Representing Latinos: Examining Descriptive and Substan-
tive Representation in Congress.” Political Research Quarterly 67(4): 917-29. T ¢

o Garcia-Navarro, Lulu. 2025. “Senator Ruben Gallego Wants Democrats To Be Less
Afraid” The Interview [podcast], February 15. @
Wednesday, April 16

o Ocampo, Angela X., and John Ray. 2020. “Many Are Called but Few Are Chosen:
The Emergence of Latino Congressional Candidates.” Politics, Groups, and Identities
8(4): 738-61. Ik

I Deadline

Literature review due due Friday, April 18, at 11:59pm on Canvas

Week 15 - Latines in Recent Elections
Monday, April 21
o Fraga, Bernard L., Yamil R. Velez, and Emily A. West. 2024. “Reversion to the Mean,

or Their Version of the Dream? Latino Voting in an Age of Populism.” American

10


https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2015/09/28/chapter-1-the-nations-immigration-laws-1920-to-today/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/06/06/immigration-attitudes-and-the-2024-election/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2018/06/28/shifting-public-views-on-legal-immigration-into-the-u-s/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2024/10/immigration-public-opinion-reversal/680196/
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridge.org%2Fcore%2Fjournals%2Fbritish-journal-of-political-science%2Farticle%2Fpersonal-economic-shocks-and-public-opposition-to-unauthorized-immigration%2F6E97F20DC97D4EB6587BCCD2B31DF3FF
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1111%2Fajps.12131
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F1065912914541795
https://youtu.be/85qWjka-Bmg?si=5nawDK20LMG6fjXm
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1080%2F21565503.2019.1629968
../assignment/literature-review.qmd

Political Science Review 1-9. L

Wednesday, April 23

o Pérez, Efrén, Ramona Alhambra, Joyce H. Nguy, Olivia Bielskis, Leila Chabane, An-
drea Gudino, Cameron Katz, et al. 2024. “System Justification Drives Latino Support
for Nativist Policies.” Group Processes € Intergroup Relations 27(8): 1818-34. T ¢

Week 16 - Multiracial Coalitions?
Monday, April 28

o Ostfeld, Mara Cecilia. 2019. “The New White Flight?: The Effects of Political Appeals
to Latinos on White Democrats.” Political Behavior 41(3): 561-82. I

o Gay, Claudine. 2006. “Seeing Difference: The Effect of Economic Disparity on Black
Attitudes toward Latinos.” American Journal of Political Science 50(4): 982-97. I

s
Wednesday, April 30

o Pérez, Efrén, Crystal Robertson, and Bianca Vicunia. 2023. “Prejudiced When Climb-
ing Up or When Falling Down? Why Some People of Color Express Anti-Black Racism.”
American Political Science Review 117(1): 168-83. L

I Deadline

Theory and research due due Friday, May 2, at 11:59pm on Canvas

Week 17 - Research Presentations
Monday, May 5

o Research Design Presentations

Wednesday, May 7

e Research Design Presentations

Week 18 - Final Research Design Paper

The final draft of the research design paper is due:

o May 13 at 5:00pm (for seniors)
e May 14 at 5:00pm (for non-seniors)

11


https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridge.org%2Fcore%2Fjournals%2Famerican-political-science-review%2Farticle%2Freversion-to-the-mean-or-their-version-of-the-dream-latino-voting-in-an-age-of-populism%2FD5FDF66C474541B3AABB4498BA59184C
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1177%2F13684302241245383
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1007%2Fs11109-018-9462-8
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1111%2Fj.1540-5907.2006.00228.x
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/agnesscott.edu?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1017%2FS0003055422000545
../assignment/research-question.qmd
../assignment/final-paper.qmd
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